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INDIANA

INDIANAPOLIS, 46225

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

105 South Meridian Street

Pearl D. Johnson, M.D. AUS 5 N
Health Officer

Lake County Health Department -

2293 North Main Street

Crown Point, IN 46307

Re: American Chemical Service, Inc.
EPA ID #IND 016360265
(Partial Closure)
Closure of a Hazardous Waste
Management Facility
Public Participation

Dear Dr. Johnson:

On August 30, 1985, the U,S. Environmental Protection Agency published a
document titled Guidance on Public Involvement in the RCRA Permitting
Program. This guidance document details the requirements for the involvement
of the public in the permitting process of hazardous waste management
facilities. Al1 treatment, storage, or disposal facilities must have a
closure plan that describes in detail the steps necessary to close the
facility or portions of the facility in order to minimize exposure to the
public and the environment. Facilities which choose not to obtain a hazardous
waste treatment, storage, or disposal permit must go through closure. Indiana
Rule 320 IAC 4.1-21 provides the regulatory requirements for closure of a
hazardous waste management facility.

The following company: American Chemical Service, Inc., 420 South Colfax
Avenue, Griffith, Indiana, has filed a closure plan with our agency. Enclosed
is a copy of the closure plan which the above named company has filed. Please
make available for public examination this letter and the enclosed information
for a period of sixty (60) days.

If you have any questions concerning closure of this facility or the
public participation program, please contact Mr. Dennis E. Williamson of my
staff at AC 317/232-3221.

Very truly yours,

Twwaﬁ Qrazy
Terry F. Gray, Chief
Plan Review and Permit Section

Hazardous Waste Management Branch
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

DEW/c1
Enc]osurer



INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

105 South Meridian Street

PO. Box 6015
Indianapolis  46206-6015
Telephone 317/232-8603

Griffith Public Library
940 N. Broad
Griffith, Indiana 46319

Re: American Chemical Service Inc.
Closure of Hazardous Waste
Management Facility
Public Participation

Dear Sir/Madam:

Hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities may undergo
partial or total closure. Partial closure means the proper closure of certain
hazardous waste management units at a facility that contains other active
hazardous waste management units. Total closure is the proper closure of all
hazardous waste units at the facility. Prior to the closure, the facility
must submit a closure plan to the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) which specifies how the hazardous waste unit(s) will be
closed in a manner that controls, minimizes, or eliminates any impact on human
health and the environment. The plan must be approved by the IDEM before it
can be implemented.

Indiana Rule 329 IAC 3-21-3 provides the public an opportunity to submit
comments on the plan. The following company: American Chemical Services,
Inc., P.O. Box 190, Griffith, Indiana, has provided the IDEM with a
notification of closure and has submitted a total closure plan. Enclosed is a
copy. Please make available for public examination this letter and the
enclosed information for a period of sixty (60) days.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Mitch
Mosier of my staff at AC 317/232-4534.

Sincerely,

Victor P. Windle, Chief

Plan Review and Permit Section

Hazardous Waste Management Branch

Solid and Hazardous Waste Management
MFM/go

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Hak Cho, U.S. EPA, Region V
Ms. Fayola Wright, U.S. EPA, Region V

An Equal Opportunity Employer



FOR MORE INFORMATION

To cbtain more information, please contact:

Regarding Superfund:

Karen Martin Bob Swale

Community Relations Coordinator Remedial Project Manager
(312)886-6128 (312)886~-5116

Regarding RCRA:

Suzarme Kircos Can Bakk

Public Affairs Specialist RCRA Enforcement Specialist
{312) 353-3209 {312)886~3781

EPA Toll-free: (800)621-8431 (9 - 4:30 CST)

A public information repository has been established so the public may review
documents regarding the ACS Superfund site. Location:

Griffith Town Hall
111 N. Broad St.
Griffith, IN

A copy of the Consent Agreement and Final Order for the RCRA action outlined
above has also been placed in the ACS repository.

MATLING LIST

If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail, you are not on EPA's
mailing list for the American Chemical Services Superfund site. To place your
name on the mailing list, or to make a change or correction, please fill out
this form, ard serd to:

Karen Martin, 5PA-14

Community Relations Coordinator
U.5. EPA

230 S. Dearborn St.

Chicago, IL 60604

NAME:

ADDRESS:

AFFITIATTION
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

105 South Meridian Street

PO. Box 6015
Indianapolis  46206-6015
Telephone 317/232-8603

June 21, 1990
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL . OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

WLTH
3669 Broadway
Gary, Indiana 46409

Re: Public Service Announcement

Dear Sir or Madam: IND & | (3 bo2 45

Enclosed, please find a Public Service Announcement regarding the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management's (IDEM) intent to deny a Variance
Request from Liability Requirements for American Chemical Services,

Indiana Hazardous Waste Regulation 329 IAC 3-39-6, requires that the IDEM
broadcast its intention to deny a Variance Request from Liability Requirements
over a local radio station. In order to demonstrate our compliance with this
requirement, we request your cooperation in making this announcement. The
announcement should be aired on June 29, 1990.

Enclosed is a Verification of Broadcast form., Please return the form to
my attention. A claim voucher should be signed and returned to the attention
of Mr. Jerry Higdon at the Indiana Department of Environmental Management,
105 South Meridian Street, P.0O. Box 6015 Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015.

Thank you for your assistance. If you need any further information,
please contact Mr. Mitch Mosier, at AC 317/232-3221,

Very tggly yours,

,//7;/ D
omas E. Lifison, Chief
Hazardous Waste Management Branch
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management
MJIM/ rmw

Enclosure

cc: Mr, Hak Cho, U.S. EPA, Region V (with enclosures)
Ms. Fayola Wright, U.S. EPA, Region V (with enclosures)

An Equal Opportunity Employer



RADIO BROADCAST ANNOUNCEMENT

American Chemical Services, Inc.

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) intends to deny
a variance request from the Liability Requirements, as established in
Hazardous Waste Management Rules 329 IAC 3-22-24, for American Chemical
Services, Inc, located in Griffith, Indiana.

The TDEM has prepared a Fact Sheet which explains the reasons supporting
this decision and provides other relevant information. The Fact Sheet is
available for review at the Hammond Public Library, 564 State Street, Hammond,
Indiana 46320, and at the Indiana Department of Environmental Management in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

The IDEM is seeking public comments before a final decision is made.
Written comments on the variance request will be received by the IDEM and must
be postmarked no later than August 13, 1990. Comments may be sent to :

Mr. Thomas E. Linson, Chief, Hazardous Waste Management Branch, Solid and
Hazardous Waste Management, Indiana Department of Environmental Management,
105 South Meridian Street, P.0O. Box 6015, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015.

A public hearing on the variance request will be held on August 9, 1990,
at 7:00 p.m., in the Hammond City Council Chambers, Hammond City Hall, 5925
Calument Ave., Hammond, Indiana.

For more information contact the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management at AC 317/232-3221.



VERIFICATION OF BROADCAST

This is to verify that a Public Service Announcement on the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management's (IDEM) notice of intent to deny a
Variance Request from Liability Requirements for American Chemical
Services, Inc., IND 016360265, was broadcast on the following dates:

Signature:

Date:




INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
NANCY A. MALOLEY, Commissioner

105 South Meridian Street
P.O. Box 6015

Indianapolis 46206-6015
Telephone  317-232-8603

September 15, 1987

Mr. John J. Murphy

Vice President

American Chemical Service, Inc.
P.0. Box 190

Griffith, IN 46319

Re: Response to Notice of Deficiency

Dear Mr. Murphy:

We are in receipt of your August 21, 1987, letter and response to our
April 15, 1987, Notice of Deficiency. The response has been forwarded to
technical staff for their review.

The request made under the Freedom of Information Act is a valid request.
A1l of our files are considered public record and can be viewed by anyone.
Our file room is located on the 9th floor of the Chesapeake Building at the
above address. The file room is open from 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday thru
Friday (except holidays). Photo coping is available at 15¢ a page with
payment due in advance or at the time of copying.

The only documents in the file relating to this topic are the Tetters that

we have written discussing this matter, but please feel free to review the
files.

If you have any questions call Mr. Bob Cappiello of my staff at
AC 317/232-3221.

Very truly yours,

f__];;nz}FiFI)ugg_

Terry F. Gray, Chief

Plan Review and Permit Section
Hazardous Waste Management Branch
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

RJC/ram
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Ms. Barbara A. Magel
Karaganis & White Ltd
Attorney at Law - Suite 810
414 North Orleans Street
Chicago, I1linois 60610

RE: Freedom of Infomation Act Request
RIN 857-87

Dear Ms. Magel:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act Request receijved
May 13, 1987, asking for documents relating to the RCRA interim and
pemitting status of the American Chemical Services facility in Griffith,
Indiana. You were particularly interested in any RCRA inspection reports,
administrative orders, notification, Part A and Part R permit applications
and any permitting issuance, or denial schedule which may be pertinent to
the site. _

Enclosed is a detailed 1ist on the information you requested except for
the inspection reports and administrative orders. We do not have any
copies of the inspection reports and administrative orders in our of fice.
If you wish to contact the State Agency for this informmation, it may be
obtained from:

Mr. Thomas Russell

Department of Environmental Management
Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste
105 South Meridian

Indianapolis, Indiana 46225

During a phone conversation with Ms. Ernestine Jefferson of my staff, on
May 13, 1987, Ms. Jefferson asked if you would be willing to pay for
research and copying fees which totaled $62.00. You agreed to pay for
this request.

Enclosed is a Bill for Collection. Please return the top portion of the

form with your check or money order in the amount of $62.00, payable to the

United States Environmental Protection Agency, and forward your remittance
to the address Tisted on the billing form.



Please contact Ms. Jefferson, at (312) 886-7439, if you have any questions
or are in need of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Judy Kertcher, Acting Chief
Solid Waste Branch

cc:  Thomas Russell
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Colonel Joseph 7. Cuccare
Director, Directorate of
Environmental Protection
Nefense Logistics Agency

Befense Proverty Disposal fervies
Federal Center

Battle Creek, Pichigar 40016

Re: Treedom of Informatior Act reocuest
RlH-308-84

Dear Colanel Cucraro:

This 1% i resporse o vour Freedom of Informetion Act recuest received
Jure 19, 1984, ir which vou asked for information on Bmericen Chemical
Services located at 420 South Colfax, Criffith, Indizna.

Or June 21, 1984, Hs, Christine Ylermme from the Vaste Managerent Pranch
cortacted your office recarding veur recuest and was informed you were
e leave, She wes subsequently referred to s, Hpuresr Sulliver of vour
staff. Upon discussion with Me, Sut¥liver, 1t was determired that veur
request can best be handled by contacting the Indiana State Board of
“ealth at 1330 Vest Wichican Street, Indiamepelis, Indiana 4620¢,

Please contact Ms, ¥lemwe at (317) 886.2715, {f vou have any ouestions
or require further assistance,

Stncerely,

tasil £. Constanteles, Director
Yagte Hanacement Nivision

ce: Indiane State Poard of Healih
teerican Chemical Services

hce: M. Sullivan, OPA

C. Kavcic, ¥MD 55
erican Chemical Services Ziié&b
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United States |
Environmental

ZEPA Environmental -
NEWS REILEASE 3¢ s

Technical Contact: Daniel Bakk
(312) 886—3781

Media Contact: Suzanne Kircos
(312) 353-3209

For Immediate Release: May 9, 1990
No. 90-MO55

EPA REACHES AGREEMENT WITH AMERTCAN CHEMICAL SERVICE; LEVIES $116,300 FINE

U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency Region 5 today ammounced the recent
signing of a consent agreement and final order with American Chemical Service,
Inc., 420 Colfax Ave., Griffith, IN.

Under the agreement, the company must pay a penalty of $116,300. It must
also show evidence of liability coverage to the Indiana Department of
Envirornmental Management by September 5, 1990, as required under the Federal
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

The liability coverage protects against releases of hazardous waste into the
envirorment. If American Chemical Service fails to secure such coverage, it has
been ordered to stop accepting all hazardous waste and to submit a closure plan.

This agreement resolves an August 1989 administrative complaint citiné the

company for violations.



United States Region 5 itlinais, Indiana,

Environmaeantal Protection Otfice of Fublic Affairs Michigan, Minnesoia,

Agency 230 South Dearborn Street Chio, Wisconsin
Chicago, Hlinois 60604

Current activities under
Resource Conservation &

Recovery Act (RCRA)
and Superfund

American Chemical Sexrvices, Inc. (ACS) is located at 420 S. Colfax Ave. in
Griffith, IN. A few residences, businesses, railroad tracks, drainage
ditches and marshlands are nearby.

ACS began operations in May 1955 as a solvent recovery firm. Iater, the
company began a chemical manufacturing operation. From 1955 to at least 1975,
ACS dlsposed of a variety of hazardous wastes produced during company
operations in an open area on ACS property. Some waste was accepted from
outside sources for incineration in the ACS incinerator. Resultant ash was

disposed of on ACS property.

In 1972, the Indiana State Board of Health (ISBH) responded to residents!’
camplaints and inspected the ACS facility. From April 1972 to September 1973,
ISBH tried te get ACS to improve their waste handling, spill prevention
measures and site maintenance. In 1974 and 1975, ISBH responded to reports

that ACS was discharging chemicals to the sanitary sewer and dumping chemicals
on site.

In 1980, the State of Indiana requested U.S. Envirormental Protection Agency's
(EPA) involvement at the site. EPA inspections and sampling showed
contamination from organic compounds in soil ard ground water.

‘In 1984, ‘the site was placed on EFA's National Priorities List (NPL), a roster
of the nation's most serious hazardous waste sites. This listing made the
site eligible for investigation and clean-up funds. under the nation's

Comprehensive Ervirommental Response, Compensation, and Idability Act
(CERCIA), also known as Superfund.

The first part of the Superfurd process, the Remedial Investigation (RI), is
currently underway.

RESOURCE CONSERVATION and RECOVERY ACT (RCRA) - CURRENT OPERATIONS

Actions taken at ACS are requlated under two federal laws: RCRA and CERCIA.
The RCRA action to enforce RCRA liability requirements is unrelated to EPFA's
- CERCIA (Superfund) activities.



ACS has operated as a business regqulated under RCRA, the federal law that .

regulates operations that treat, store or dispose of hazardous substances.
ACS applied for an operating permit on November 18, 1980, subject to
requirements spelled cut in RCRA, and was granted mterm status (Interim
status, when granted, allows a campany to operate until EPA makes a decision
regardn‘g the permit application.)

On Auust 4, 1989, a Complaint was filed by EPA against ACS to enforce a
section of RCRA dealing with financial liability. (Reference: Section

3008 (a) (1) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended,
42 U.S.C. Section 6928(a) (1), and the United States Envirormental Protection
Agency's Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the Administrative
Assessment of Civil Penalties and the Revocation or Suspension of Permits, 40
CFR Part 22.) On May 2, 1990, a Consent Agreement and Final Order was entered
at EPA in which ACS was g‘lven until September 5, 1990 to obtain 11ab111ty
insurance as spelled out in the order. The order stated that if ACS is unable
to obtain such insurance, they must immediately "“cease receipt of all
hazardous waste," and, within 30 days of September 5, 1990, sulmit to the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) and EPA a closwre plan
including a closure schedule, "which addresse[s] all of its hazardous waste
treatment, storage, and disposal units.®

(NOTE: Current law allows ACS to request a variance from liability insurance
requirements. ACS petitioned the State of Indiana for a variance. The
Indiana Department of Envirornmental Management (IDEM) stated its intent to
deny the variance request on June 29, 1990. A 45-day public comment pericd
began on that day. A final decision on the variance request is still
perding.)

FUTURE SUPERFUND ACTIVITIES

e

Phase I of the RI was campleted in early December 1989, with the submittal of
technical memoranda to EPA by ACS. TFhase I results show contamination in the
waste and burial areas, contaminated ground water under most areas of the
site, and hazardous waste materials on-site. Phase II of the RI is completed.
Phase II concentrated on determining the extent of ground-water contamination,
sampling residential wells, determining the volume of hazardous substances in
the waste burial areas, ocutlining wetlands on site, determining sediment and
surface water contamination and the extent of buried waste.

Preliminary investigations show that on-site ground water is contaminated with
benzene, xylene, toluene, methylene chloride and various semi-~volatile
compounds. Off-site residential wells are not contaminated.

The RI report is due Octcber 1990. After the final report is complete and
accepted by EPA, results will be made public. The second part of the RI/FS
process, the Feasibility Study, will concentrate on addressing appropriate
methods of site clean-up.



tnited States. Hegion v - - HIHI01G, Hididgla,

Environmental Protection Office of Public Affairs Michigan, Minnasota,

Agency 230 South Dearborn Street Chio, Wisconsin
Chicago, 1llingis 60604

American Chewmical Services Site,
_ Griffith, Indiana |

INTROCICTION AND BACRERUOND JANIARY 1990

The U. S. Envircrmental Protection Agency (EFA) Region 5 and approximately 125
potentially respensible parties (PRPs) signed a consent order, which took effect
Jure 1988. This agreement calls for the FRPs, camprised of lecal and

tinaticnal companies, to corduct a leng term study of the site under the clese
surervision of EPA.

The study, which is currently in progress, is called a r=medial investicaticn/
fe=sibility study (RT/FS). The RI porticn of the study will concantrate on
detaraining the tyce and extent of comtaminaticn present at the ACS site. The IS
porticn will compile the informaticn gathered during the RI arnd use it to recommend
the kest methed for cleaning up the contaminaticn at the sits. ‘

PROCAESS TO DATE

The work plan used to conduct the RI/FS was approved by EPA in June of 1985. The
work plan outlines several tasks to be campletad by the PRPs during the RI/FS
process. The RT for the site wes split into two phases, the first phase (Fhase I)
was ccopletad in Nevember 1989. The second phase (Phase II) is scheduled to Zegin
in mid-January. ‘

During Phase I, a review of available informaticn was conductad which included
stats records and informaticn provided by ACS, a site grid was established and a
gecphysical survey was conducted to help establish the boundaries of waste burial
arsas and to discover any urkncwn areas of waste burial. As part of the
grourdwater investigaticn at the site, 43 piezcmeters (small wells used to
determine groundwater flow directicn), 6 menitor wells and 4 leachate wells wers
installed at the ACS sits. The leachate wells were installed inside of the City of
Griffith Iandfill. As part of the surface water investigaticn for the site, 11
surface water/sediment samples were taken from varicus points in the adjoinirg
wetland to gather an initial evaluation of the impact the site has had on the local
surface water features. As part of the soil sampling effort for the site, 35 soil
samples from 22 lecaticns were collectad from varicus locaticns at the site. Wasta
charactarization sampling was also conducted at the site. Samples were cbtained
both inside and outside of the operating ACS facility compourd to achieve an
understanding of the campesition of the waste materials which have been huried at
the site. During the waste sampling effort for Fhase I, 7 test pits were dug, and
the 4 leachate wells installed in the City of Griffith Mmicipal Iandfill were
sanpled.

Also during Phase I, 18 geotechnical samples and exercises were campleted to gain
an urderstanding of the engineering properties of the soils and groundwater
asscciated with the site. Prior to the completion of Phase I, an environmental-
adit of the ACS cperating facility was conducted to help in determining whether
the existing site cperations were contributing to the erwircrmental coptamination
at the site. E
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To dbtain more detailed information concerning the results of the samplirg and the
location of the samples taken during the first phase of the RI, please reference
the Technical Memoranda (M) for FPhase I. The TMs forthefmtﬁmaseare
available at the information repositories listed below.
FHASE IT ACTIVITIES
In the second phase of the RI, the PRPs will be focusing on the following:

° Determining the full extent of contamination in the shalliow groundwater;

° Installing and sampling deep groundwater test wells;

o Taking additional soil samples to delmeate soil contam.matlon in the
surface and subsurface;

°  Taking additional wetland sediment samples;

° Sampling 10 local residential wells in both the shallow and desp
graundwater;

° Conducting computer modeling of the gmmiwater system; and

¢ Collecf.ing an additional 20 waste samples;
Information on the activities to be conducted in Phase II of the RI can be cbtained
from the RI/FS work plan and supplemental work plan for Phase IT at the information
repositories listed below.

AVATTABTE, TNFORMATICH

Anyone desiring further information about the RI/FS process or other site related
activities is encouraged to review the variocus documents that have been prepared
for the site. Copies of the documents listed in this fact sheet, the community
-relations plan and technical reports are available at the following information
repositories for the ACS site.

The information repositories are located at:
Griffith Town Hall

111 North Broad Street
Griffith, Indiana
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The following EPA perscnnel may be contacted for further information:

A‘p«‘amésasier;’::a_rz a Mar-ﬁe\ Rocbert E. Swals
Community Relations Coordinator Remedial Project Manager
Office of Public Affairs ‘Office of Superfurd

U.S. EPA (5PA-14) U.S. EFA (S5HS-121)

230 Scouth Dearborn St. 230 Scuth Dearborn St.
Chicago, IL 60604 Chicago, IL 60604

(312) 88e-£128 (312) 886=-5116

Tcll Free:1-800-621-8431, 9 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. CST

MATLING TIST ADDTTTONS

If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail, then you are not on EPA’s
mailing list for the American Chemical Services Superfund Site. If you would like

your name added to the list, Please £ill cut this form or something similar and
mail it to:

xt-casior Karea fardn NAME:
U.S. EPA (SPA-14) APDRESS:

230 South Dearborm Street CITY: STATE: Zip:
Chicago, IL 60604 RIS S




INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

105 South Meridian Street

PO. Box 6015
Indianapolis  46206-6015
Telephone 317/232-8603

Legal Advertising Department : 5= November 16, 1990
Hammond Times

417 Fayette Street

Hammond, Indiana 46320

Re: Public Notice of Closure
American Chemical Services, Inc.
IND 016360256

: N 5
Dear Sir/Madam: ot .

Enclosed is a copy of our public notice regarding closure of a hazardous
waste storage & treatment facility located at Griffith, Indiana. Please
publish this notice, one time, on November 28, 1990.

Please provide a notarized form and clippings showing the date of
publication. All charges should be billed to the Department of Environmental
Management Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste Management. If a separate
invoice is sent, be sure to include the publication date of the notice on the
invoice.

Your timely attention to this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

%Wg?w”?Fw

Victor P. Windle, Chief

Plan Review and Permit Section
Hazardous Waste Management Branch
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

MJIM/go
Enclosure

cc: Ms, Kathy Prosser, Commissioner (with enclosure)
Ms. Glynda Oakes
Office of External Affairs (with enclosure)
Mr. Steve Gale, Voucher Section (with enclosure
Mr. Hak Cho, U.S. EPA, Region V (with enclosure)
Ms. Fayola Wright, U.S. EPA, Region V (with enclosure)

An Equal Opportunity Employer



PUBLIC NOTICE

The Commissioner of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management has
received a total closure plan from American Chemical Services, Inc., Griffith,
Indiara, J.S. EPA, ID No. IND 016360256. The company originally notified the
U.S. EPA as a hazardous waste storage and treatment facility with the
following activities: container storage, (S0l); solvent & fuel recycling
equipment, (T04); tank storage, (S02). The plan proposes the elimination of
all of these hazardous waste storage and treatment units.

Pursuant to 329 IAC 3-21, the Commissioner is providing the owner or operator
and the public an opportunity to submit written comments and/or request
modifications of the plan within thirty (30) days of the date of this notice.

Corrective action response letters have been sent to the facility to elicit
information to ensure that there have been no uncorrected releases concerning
hazardous wastes or hazardous waste constituents to the environment from any
existing or former solid waste management units. This is to fulfill the

G.S. EPA's obligation under the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984,

The Commissioner can also, in response to a request, hold a public hearing
whenever such a hearing might clarify one or more issues concerning the plan
or issues involving releases of hazardous waste or hazardous waste
constituents from the facility. The Commissioner will give public notice of
the hearing at least thirty (30) days before it occurs.

The closure plan and related background documents are available to the publie
for inspection and copying at the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management, QOffice of Solid and Hazardous Waste Management, 105 South Meridian
Street, Room 901, Indianapolis, Indiana, from 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The plan is also available at the Griffith Public Library,
940 North Broad, Griffith, Indiana 46319.

Persons wishing to comment on the plan should submit such comments in writing
to:

Mr. Thomas E. Linscn, Chief

Hazardous Waste Management Branch

Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste Management
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
105 South Meridian Street

P.0, Box 6015

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015

For additional information, contact Mr. Mitch Mosier at AC 317/232-4534,



INDIANAPOLIS, 46225

DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 105 South Meridian Street

News Director w
Hammond Times Wi
417 Fayette Street W
Hammond, IN 46320 : U

Re: Public Notice of Closure

Dear News Director:

I have enclosed a copy of our public notice of closure for American
Chemical Service, Inc., EPA I.D. No. IND 016360265. Please publish this
notice, one time, no Tater than August 29, 1986.

Please send me a notarized form and clippings showing the date of
publication. Also, send the billing to my attention.

. Larim
Assistant Commissioner for
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

DEW/t jd
Enclosure
cc: Ms. Nancy Maloley (with enclosure)
Mr. Dave Wagner (with enclosure)
Mr. Wayne Penrod (with enclosure)
Ms. Lisa Kobe (with enclosure)
Mr. Hak Cho, U.S. EPA (with enclosure)
Ms. Pat Vogtman, U.S. EPA (with enclosure)



PUBLIC NOTICE

The Commissioner of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management has
received a partial closure plan from American Chemical Service, Inc.,

IND 016360265, 420 South Colfax Avenue, Griffith, Indiana 46319. The company
originally notified the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a treater and
storer of hazardous waste with the following hazardous waste activities: drum
storage, tank storage, and treatment. The plan proposes the elimination of
the following hazardous waste activities: solids mixing area (waste pile).
This activity was not included in their notification to the U.S. EPA.

Pursuant to 320 IAC 4.1-21, the Commissioner is providing the owner or
operator and the public an opportunity to submit written comments on the plan
and request modifications of the plan within thirty (30) days of date of this
notice. Corrective action response Tetters have been sent to the facility to
elicit information to ensure that there have been no uncorrected releases
concerning hazardous wastes or hazardous waste constituents to the environment
from any existing or former solid waste management units. This is to fulfill

the U.S. EPA's obligation under the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of
November 8, 1984.

The Commissioner can also, in response to a request, hold a public hearing
whenever such a hearing might clarify one or more issues concerning the plan
or issues involving releases of hazardous waste or hazardous waste
constituents from the facility. The Commissioner wilil give public notice of
the hearing at least thirty (30) days before it occurs.

The plan and related background documents are available for inspection and
copying by the public at the Indiana Department of Environmental Management,
105 South Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, from 8:15 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The plan is also available at the Lake County Health
Department, 2293 North Main Street, Crown Point, Indiana 46307.

Persons wishing to comment on the plan should submit such comments in writing
to:

Mr. David D. Lamm

Assistant Commissioner for

Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

Indiana Department of Environmental Management
105 South Meridian Street

Indianapolis, IN 46225

For additional information, contact Mr. Dennis E. Wiiliamson at
AC 317/232-3221.

02600
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‘e announces a pubim -
meetmg L

e presents sate backm o

._'f'._a des‘crlbes RI/FS m‘o-_

B s oﬁers opportumty ta
. "obtain. additional sste
mformataon‘ et

sectmn

e medlaﬁ ngram

‘ Agency

“;’ié.‘ B Gl'lfflth are invited to atfénd.a -
. -‘public meeting sponsored by the

cess E@r the sate. T

j' volved with the site will present in-

i 1 '_formatxon ‘and respond’ o questmns o

ST . regardmg on- sxte a,ctmues proce-
‘e de?nes beid faced s:te ‘

;tesmmoiogy in gﬁossary; :-‘ _‘$E§@ &Q@&m@ﬁ
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" ‘Remedial Ewestigatmn/ Feaﬁ%@a EW gmﬁy

Members of the commumty of‘ ‘

RO Env;ronmental Protection -

o Wednesdsy, May 24 1989
7:00 P.M.
anﬁlth Tawn Hall
111 Noﬁh ‘Broad. Street
anhth Indiana

U S EPA personnei currenti‘y m-;'

FAVETTE‘-__ K

LA

dures a.nd reports to remed‘y the
L centammatlon '

A group of approxzmately 150

g _ companies, US. EPA 1dennf1ed is
- : Agency (US. EPA). The' meeting

7 will serve as'a forum:to. discuss up-.

< § - - coming activitiesat the- Amencan

RS ‘B Chemical Services, Inc: (ACS) sﬁe .
' grsund and dnagmm,; S T The pu‘bhc meetmg wﬂl be _—

potentxaﬂy respom1ble parties, .

agreed to conduct the Remedxal In- -
" 'vestigatxon/Feass.bxhty Study i
(RI/FS). An'RIisa long- term stu- LT
dy teo 1dent1fy the nature. and éxtert - ' -
‘of contamination, and-an FS evalu— -
T :'ates remedla] altematwes fer sste

. conditions. -« ) - - et
oAl worde performed or’ authonzed. o
‘ '-.‘_."f;by the group of companies is sub<. .
ject to guidelinés and supervision of -
~the U. S. EPA and Indiana’ Depart- .-
. ment of Envxronmental Manage- S

Posi Otee Ny | mLabrarv

4/ sriFeita -
_CDE!__PQFII}T!OH i

OGEEFITH T RN
S LAMRRRE D

Mlchigan M!nnesotd, e

1 iji?,;{_gupermﬁ@ Remedaaﬁ @mgmm Fa&ﬁ g :

_ment (IDEM) “Field work is expec-'_ ey
”,_—:_‘_ ted Eo begm m early June 1989




An RI isa carefully de51gned
'f;eld study that includes extensive

o sarnplmg and labOratOry analysis.
© Analysis of the samples collected -
" from a site generate precise daia. on 7

| -the types,, locations, and quantrtres

" of wastes; the soil type and water -

"drainage patterns; and resultmg_ en-.": “ mental problems

. virenmental or ‘health threats.

‘Remedial actions_have fo be tai- -

o lored'e’xactiy to the'needs of each’ 1. he surveyed.

- individual site. " The FS. analyzes
-:'_those needs, and evaluates clean- -up -
"alternatwes/on the basis of the:r '

‘effec:tlveness and cost. : )
The RI/ES are- two drstmct but

related studies, and are- commonly

- proved by, ‘the U.S:"EPA and IDEM;
" 'the"RI/FS, will be:conducted con-.
- clrrently to- utrllze the. most current
' information, and minimize ‘data -

. overlaps and gaps The RI process

L for the ACS stte 18 estrmated to last’

_approxrmately 12 months and com~

. pletion of ‘the.FS réport wrll requrre -

‘:‘._an addmonal 10 months

" The following information briefly

' descrtbes the on-site actrvrtres of
- the'RL . : '

'Problem -deflmtlon

. Personnel will- gather 1nformatron
to help define the origin, h1story,

" nature, and extent of-the environ-

nicipal, and rndustrral wells will be
analyzed, The’ srte boundary wrll

“All information gathered wrll

srwestagatlon
‘After the: problem areds have

: been ‘outlined, the’ grOund water

flow directions in the shallow aqui-

_fer will.be determiried. Regional
’ 'ground water flow.in the vicinity of‘

~ACS is reportedly to the northeast,
-.however due'to several features

"are not well deflned

near the site, flow' patterns on srte :

\ of contamination.

‘Residential, mu- f,-.-lyzed to assess the possrblht?y Q
* contaminants migrating to’ the

"‘;.marshlands west of ACS, AR

. “Near surface contamma-» "

_ﬂf"tlon uwesttgatmn '

» form a'data base to be used for. thew
'*selectlon of specific remeédial - ‘
_ actrons durmg the draftmg of the

FS. . . '

- performed at'the same time. -Ac- - Hydrogeologlc A

-cording to the ACS work plan;’ ap—‘

Installatron of ground water mo1

ltermg\ wells w1ll determme the .

Samples-of surface
sediment will be collect

“Additional. mformatxon isre~

. qulred regardlng the. volume, .€om-. "7

. centratior, and characterrstlcs of .

. waste drsposed at ACS.. Samples’ L
wﬂ[ be- collected f‘rom the stirface «-
~of known: disposal areas.and the -

‘natural soilunderlying the wasté..

-, Testpits and-borings will be used. "
. to collect waste and natural'soil
- samples in areas known . to contarn

buried drums, -

- Site characterizatlon
- Based on 'the results of the work

 listed above, installation of addi-
- tlonal momtormg wells and collec—

Slte background

ACS egrne as solvent recovery trr |

"Ac's'is located at 420 South '
Colfax ‘Avenue; Grrff ith, Lake
‘County, Indiana.. Located in the-

- few residences, railroad-tracks,
dramage ditches, and marshlands

"~ .ACS began operations in May"
1955 as a solvent recavery firm. _' '
“-Later, the company began a'chemi~
cal manufacturmg operation. Fromv

. of a'variety of hazardous ‘wastes -
produced durmg company opera-

containment aréa, on ACS property: -

~ Some waste was accepted from out-
._sideé sources for incineration in the -

"ACS 1nc1nerat0r The ash. was also. -

drsposed of on ACS property.’ .

Lo I 19725 Indtana State Board of
Health (ISBH) responded to

- résidents” complamts and inspected .

the ACS facrlrty From’ Apnl 1972

.‘\’-

and site-mdintenance. In. 1974 and

" répotts that ACS was discharging -
-_‘chemlcals to 'the samtary sewer and
dumpmg chemrcals on 51te :

U S EPA mvolvement
l955 to at least 1975, ACS dlsposed o

U S EPA mvolvement was 1n1t13—

ted in- 1980 at the request of _the '
_tions in an open area, known as the -

State of Indiana. Sample results -

In 1983, the 51te was: placed on

" the Natronal Priorities List (NPL).

The NPL is U.S."EPA’s list of the

most serious-hazardous waste sites

~.ito September 1973 ISBH attempted

" - to achieve 1mprovecl ‘waste ...
A ,handlmg, spill preventron Measures,
" immediate v1cnuty of the site are'a -
. 1975, ISBH also responded to - . - -

_“ldentlfted for Iong term remedlal L
: _’actlon under. Superfund

. U.S. EPA defined the s;te to in-.
1 clude the inactive. portlon of the .-

-_'.Grrffrth Landfill and the property l s

: f.prewously owned by Kap1ca Drum -

j.'Inc o o :

".from U.S: EPA inspections and four' ’
_.monitoring wells'on ACS property..
_indicated the soil and ground water
. are contaminated- w1th orgamc '

- -.compouuds

The maJonty of the remedral ac-_

: tron will occur on ACS property, =~ -
f(‘because of ACS’ documentation re-. = -

' 'Vgardmg hazardous waste disposal at
the site, and information. gathered

dur:ng the NPL hstmg process

,refers to- ACS disposmg hazar-- e ;
“dous wastes in the Griffith Landfill
'Additional references concern drur

and drum-cleaning resrdues from-,

‘Kapica Drum bemg disposed of on
- ACS property adjacent to Kapica

“Drum, and in the Griffith Landfill .
. (please refer to. the srte dlagram on .

: 'page 3)



ot of addmonal sorl samples may
__be required.

. A ground water model will be
:leveloped - A model i§ a mgans of -

- -representing a srmphf ied form of

reality to’ help scientists: understand
and manage the resource.. The .
model will assist to formulate .

" questions and obtain answers

*Feasrbsluty Study

-~ Alternatives to resolve. the con—
tamtnatton problems-will be based

© on the findings of the RL The al-'- ‘
.. teinatives will bé describéd and - -
© evaluated in the FS report. - ‘Upon -~ ~
- -approval of the FS, U.S. EPA and

“IDEM will select a, preferred a]ter-

- nafive that is both env:ronmentally
- sound and cost effective.- . .
' U.S. EPA will announce the pre- .

-,

. ferred alternative,. also referred fo -

<" as the proposed plan, and provide AR
¢ interested groups and mdrvxduals E
+-_the/ opportunity to comment Fol-

-lowing the public comment- penod

" "US. EPA will-review and evaluate , o

. "the comments and select a fmal
S remedy for' the srte )

ka'lff_For eddrttonal mtormetton

Anyone desmng addttronai mfor- .

" iation about the RI/Fs process or

. -the’specific activities proposed. f0r L

" the ACS site i3 encouraged to re-

' view the various U.S. EPA docu-
... :mients that have- been assembled for;
- “the site: - _
o Copres of the apphcable Supet— P
c L f und laws, the work plan for act1v1~ -

" ties at: the-site, and the commuruty

- relatrons plan are avarlable at:

‘:f_r'To be pleced on the mail-
o ing. list to receive ‘infor-
- _mation regardmg the. ACS

lease comp!ete and

Arthur.Gaster ST

'Communlty Relattons Coordlnator :

Dffice of Puhltc Affairs

o U.S. EPA - Region 5

230 South Dearborn Street
,Chtcago“ Illinois 60604 :

* YOWN OF GRIFFITH
SANITARY LANDFILL .

Gﬂl‘ f rth Town Hail

111 North. Broad. Street _-' , -

an fith, Indlana

As they are completed addmonal E
- .RI/FS documents will be placed m
.. the reposrtory ST :
" For additional mformatron please; :
--contact Arthur Gasror ‘US. EPA

B -Commumty Relations. Coordtnator
_Phone (312) 886- 6128 or “Tolk Free,,
,800 621 8431 (9 00 A B to & 30

N aslmg !ssi eppm‘iumw

.

Y EPA )
- JIDENTIFIER NAME DF AREA. - 17 -
-F € o1 Slle Containment Area :
-1 .0 _Griffith City. Landtin ! B
"€ . On:Site Containment Ared
. FoLo O Still Botioms Pond - .
G'1° . Treatment Pond #1 ©°°
K1dJ ~oid Waste Waler Trenthes’ YA
Lt KAPICA DAUM Dramage Areal” \
M- Old Drusm Slorage Area
- P s KAPICA DRUM Properly
TP - Fume Intindrater -
"o Prevlnus SpnlI.FFare L

- LEGEND L

T o AMERICAN CHEMlCM_

© 7T T TS SERVICE WG’ ‘
_—-—-'—-'."KAPICADRUM WE L

{<rgrioesios  GRIFFITH LASDFAY
0 ) PROPERTY

B, M., Central Time) K
.For techmcal 1nformatlon contact oL

Robert Swale SHS-ll

‘Remedial Project Manager

Remedral and. Enforcement
Response Branch e

US EPA - Regron 5 YR
'230South Dearborn’ Street’
Chlcago Hlinois 60604 -

Phone (312) 886 5116' o

i Torm to: ST

NAME = J L

Amertcan Chemtcal Servrces Site Grlfftth Indlana' |
Please place my name on. the mallmg llst. \ jj.' o ‘

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZKP

AF_FILIATION._ ‘

TELEPHONE:- (')




Extent ef contsmmstsou
. Survey to determine how far
* ‘and at what levels of concentra- :
tion a contaminant. has moved

" within the general area of the
" site. These studies can be con-
. ducted strictly on site- and/or the

' areas surroundrng the site, At -
*“the ASC site, the. study will. mv» R

clude. off-site areas
Momtonng wells - .
Wells installed at- specrfrc loca—
X - tions for sampling at various’
RN - depths

Cong'ress este..bh'shed the Super-" .

R fund program in 1980 to. mvestrgate
"."and clean up actual and potential.
*‘releases of hazardous substaices.
S In 1986 Congress reauthonzed
© . the‘program under the Supér-
.- fund Amendments and Reauthor1~-
.. zation Act (SARA). -
: ;-Prellmmary Assessment
The process ‘usually begins withd ',

tential threat exists-and 1n1t1ates
-ther necessary actions:”" ~

b

-5 . spection (SI) to evaluate the site for -
' its potential impact on. pubilc health
and the environment,

' ---Natnonaﬁ Priorities E..nst

By usmg a system desrgned to

-Remedrai

Analysrs of samples de—f

}‘ List (NPL).
* - the nation’s most serious :

- uncontroiled-or abandoned hazar-

"dous ‘waste sites.

 Remedial Ensestegstaon/ |
Feastbthty Study '

eliminary Assessment (PA) of -the’ =

‘A PA determines if a threat or --',""51b111ty Study (RI/FS) examine the

i type ‘and extent of contammatron .
and identifies. possrble remedles or —

. alternatives for site conditions.

- After the PA, U.S. EPA and/or‘ - ‘\
-state agencies conduct a.Site In-"":

termme contammatron arrd the S

-direction and extent of contamr--
nation- movernent :

. D @rgsurc compounds
- from one location to another .

> “This-terin is used: to desrgnate o
. chemicals and. substarices ‘that -
- contain carbon “To.date nearly

~one million organic compounds ,'

. _have been synthesrzed oF iso-’
- 'lated:  Many organic compounds

“are produced by chemlcal syn—

 thesis,- TR

A long term s.ctlon that stops or
;-. ._ substantnaily reduces a release or

rank the hazards assocrated wrth a-
site, Us. EPA. 1dent1fses sites to be o
proposed for the Natronal Prrorrtres
. The NPL isa roster of

" The Remedlal Investrgatron/Fea— :

‘ Upon approval of the. RE/FS re
ports the U.S. EPA-selects a pre= -
* ferred alternatrve and rncorporates o

- itima Proposed Plin. US: EPA
: announces the Proposed Plan and
o schedules a publrc comment perrod

.""-‘-,'VOﬁJcraI Busmess o .%".'.::;:' S e
-7 Penalty-for anate Use N
CoUEs00 T

- Resord of‘ Decnsuod

threat of a reiease of hazardous
o substances that is sersous:-b !

,. ensrve Envrronment R _
sponse, Compensation, and ~_
- Liability Act’ (CERCLA known
o as Superfund) in 1980,t0"
*.tespond directly fo hazardous e
.waste problems that may pose av:

"*‘___;threat to the public and: the en- " - -
. j{:vrronment The IS, EPA! ad- a

- mrmsters the Superfund program. L

Followmg the comment perrod A
U S. EPA develops a- Record of De— '\“ L

. cision (ROD) ARODisa pubhc

.- document’ that explams whrch

_clean-up alternative will be used atf" :

" NPL sites: A ROD is based on in-
formatlon génerated during the RI SN
' /FSand ¢onsideration of publi¢c-

L comments and commurnty concemsi'-.',i Co

Remedaal @esagn and
Remed!al Action -
A Remedral Desi VRD) is. an

engmeermg Dhase that follows’ the -
ROD where techmcal"drewmgs and - -

- specificafions are developed for the.-.!"i-ﬁ'

subsequent Remedial’ Action (RA)
. The RA is the aétual construction .

_or implementation ‘phasé of- the v :
selected clean up altematrve

Um‘ted States Envnronmental e
R Protection Agency o
_F{eglon 5 7

Rﬁ.fz‘ked.‘an qurkd Paper. .

N Office of Pubilc Affalrs

230 South: Dearborn S%reet

'=,"'_'4'_;_”_Ch|cago I[[ln0|s 50504




Public Notice

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) is hereby
giving notice of their intent to deny a variance request from the Liability
Requirements, for American Chemical Services, IND 016360265, located in
Griffith, Indiana. This notice is given in accordance with Rule
329 IAC 3-39-6. The IDEM is inviting public comments on the ability of
American Chemical Services, Inc. to comply with the applicable hazardous waste
management variance standards of 329 IAC 3-22-24(c).

A public hearing on the intent to deny a variance request is scheduled to
be held on August 9, 1990, in the Hammond City Council Chambers, Hammond City
Hall, 5925 Calumet Ave., Hammond, Indiana. The hearing will start at 7 p.m.,
and continue until all persons who have registered, have an opportunity to
present their comments for the record. Speakers should register by 7:00 p.m.
that evening, limit their oral presentations to five (5) minutes, and submit
two (2) copies of their oral presentation in written form.

The public comment period may be extended by the IDEM Commissioner, if an
extension of time is deemed necessary to facilitate additional public comment.,

Written comments on the variance request will be accepted by the IDEM
during the public comment period which begins on June 29, 1990, and ends on
August 13, 1990. All comments or requests concerning the varience request
must be postmarked by August 13, 1990, and should be sent to:

Mr. Thomas E. Linson, Chief

Hazardous Waste Management Branch

Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste Management
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
105 South Meridian Street

P.0O. Box 6015

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015

After the close of the public comment period, the IDEM will evaluate all
comments received before issuing a final decision. Each person who presented
oral testimony at the hearing, submitted written comments, or requested notice
of the decision will receive notice of the final decision. The final decision
will also include a reference to the procedures for appealing the decision,
The State procedures for public comment and hearings are found in Rule 329 1aAC
3-39-7,



Porter County

firm | o e

_ _=l -

I lned as 30,000 drums of chemical waste
are beheved buried on the slt’m au-

: thorities have said. ta
Drainage from the site seeps

Must meet into the adjacent Griffith landfill

operated by the town of G&'lﬁlth
Leachate — water that drains
EPA terms from the garbage and debris in the

landfill — is emptied into sewers

The Associated Press

and Post-Tribune for treatment at the Hammond
: Sanitary District sewage plant.
. S0 The other Superfund sites in
St DCCD fine Northwest Indiana are Mideo I,
$116,300 and ordered to obtain Midco H_ and the 9th szesnge
liability insurance for it to dump in Gary and Waste IIEC_’ L
continue to operate. . Michigan City. -
The U.S. Environmental ‘e
Protection Agency announced
the fine and terms of a consent L7
agreement with the chemical =~ * =
company during the weekend. Dere 1s Lhe encirte
e asreement ealls for | Tribune that you
American Chemical Services |,; .11 ited a3 few .
to show evidence of liability = e i
coverage to the Indiana De- ~©" I+ GUANG
partment of Environmental per=on, give my
danagement by Sept. 9,88 te- that I have pictur
source Conservation and Re- ~— ~ ~~7 | i
covery Act. ope 1% 15 ok ~E
The liability coverage pro- Dick Cleaton

tects against releages of haz
ardous waste into the environ-
ment. If American Chemical
Services fails to secure such
coverage, it has been ordered
o stop accepting all hazardous
waste and to submit a closure
plan.
The agreement resolves an
August 1989 administrative
complaint citing the company |
for violations. i
|

quired under the Federal Re- At AC = - AT

- American Chemical Services
was one of 10 Northwest Indi-
ana factories listed among the |
nation’s 500 worst sources of |
| toxic pollution in 1987, accord- ‘
| ing to a report by the National

Wildlife Federation.

Mha woanant chamrad Assawinass
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BEAIWEY GUARD $TAFF DMIAECTOR .
LEE O FULLER MINDRITY STASH BIRECTOR COMMITIEE ON ENVIRDNMENT AND PUBLIC WDRKS

WASHINGTON. DC 20510

September 30, 1985

The Honorabie Lee M. Thomas
Administrator

U.S5. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

RE: Proposed Regulations Regarding

the Burning and Blending of

Wastes, 50 Fed. Reg. 1684
(January 11, 1985)

Dear Lee:

This letter concerns the above-referenced proposed
rule and the generally difficult issue of how to control
the recycling of hazardous wastes. The obvious difficulty
is how to assure that such wastes are managed in an environmen-
tally sound manner while, at the same time, assuring that
there are adequate incentives and support for the legitimate
and beneficial recycling of hazardous wastes.

The distinction between legitimate and "sham" recycling
operations is often a difficult one. For this reason, your
Agency has properly refused -to grant blanket exemptions
from regulation under the .Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA) to all "recyclers" of hazardous.wastes.. However, -
it is imperative that regulatory decisions under RCRA not ..
act-as a barrier giti
often, the substitute f

preferred alternative.

- recycling is.land-disposal, the least

An example of this problem has recently been brought

to my attention. It concerns. the:above-referenced proposed
“recycling process-developed Cadence. Chemica
Resources, Inc.. T

The recycling process results in the manufacture of
Cadence Product 312, which is produced from liquid organic
hazardous wastes and used as a chemical feedstock in iron-
making blast furnaces. The above-referenced regulations and
accompanying preamble language, however, evidence an intent
on the part of EPA to regulate not only the handling of the
hazardous wastes in the production of Cadence Product 312, but
to similarly regulate and to require a RCRA permit for the use
of the product that is derived from the hazardous waste.
Regulation of the original recycling process under RCRA is

imate and beneficial recycling. Teo -



Th= Honorable Lee *'. Thomas
Page 2

entirely appropriate. However, from the limited information
that has been presented to me, it appears that requiring ,
@ RCRA permit to use the product goes well beyond that which
is necessary to protect human health and the environment and
will have the effect of presenting unnecessary barriers to _
legitimate and beneficial recycling of the hazardous wastes
that are being used to produce Cadence Product 312.

‘ I am confident that you and your staff have carefully
considered this issue and are sensitive to the need for increased
recycling. Nevertheless, the implications of this proposed rule,
as outlined in this letter, are troubling and I would greatly
appreciate some insight into the decision-making process
regarding these proposed regulations., Specifically, it would

be helpful to know how and why EPA is considering to regulate
Cadence Product 312 as a hazardous waste. Your views on the
difficult issue of controlling the recycling of .hazardous wastes
generally would also be appreciated,

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 1}
look forward to hearing from you soon. .

Sincerely,

H. .Chafee -
ed States Senator -
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REGION V

DATE: ‘,__s:, ﬁ”‘. b TH
B QSZ?;ZJ;% ¢ 1995 ,,
SUBJECT: @MM\M W‘%‘Zﬁ»‘kj Qj{&:‘:ﬁm 'é“‘ AM”ULMA.J\‘
Chamieel Sinrieso on/ RRA R G it erpatia,
FROM: () (Jelren - gs¢-c2a v
.ngg

00 (R oepn el
ool

O N A(U\LQ \9 | i-i?céf; ) /XO‘{U} @{{@’wwﬂ c‘é AM/\M
weo sanct O eppliend wd it {04t
Q’H.M_ﬁ Om /V\m,j 19,1985, o etic o ag’

C .
wen  aeark T U\D %(’*P’QW R

AM}{@@M 27, (985 G ol bos
phtomepad " Confodiendod 1 T ifemntion
ﬁm«M pcd ﬁ. [oAd ,@F t o MW@M gﬂﬁjmm)

LM}M;M»—QJL 0@@ ’tQ\ﬂ 4 ANL Tmu og/ &WWV{;/
C},@ m/j | ML/}/(M ,_?

J

o b,
Y oy Kldns
EPA FORM 1320-6 {REV 3-76} ; ey \‘\
Y43 ~o -
pA T e



g




1

hor3
)
N
i T

;W‘“OHM%
‘l g
W 4w

[

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 5
230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST.

B F’RO“EC}\ CHICA GO, ILLINOIS 60604

16 February 1985 “{//

MEMORANDUM

REPLY TO THF ATTENTION OF

SUBJECT: American Chemical Confidentiality Claim

]
FROM: Mary A Gade’ Chief ""z?"‘%':!“ﬁ
Solid Waste & Emergency Response Branch

TO: Edith Ardiente, Chief
Technical Program Section

In your recent memorandum, you requested that I assign an
attorney to address a claim of business confidentiality made
by American Chemical Service, Inc. of Griffith, Indiana on
portions of the facility's RCRA Part B permit application.
This is to advise you that Rodger Field, of my staff, has
been assigned to this matter.

If I can be of further assistance, please call me at 6-6851.

cc: Weber
Field
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

2 5 REGIONS
3 M ) 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
% 5 CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590
AL prote”
REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:
Date: March 3, 1998
Subject: Withdrawal of CBI Claim
American Chemical Services - IND 016 360 265
RIN 0033- 98
7 — 'J
From: Terrl J R cher EP
To: Sharon Kiddon, RCRA DCO

Grace Co, Asst. RCRA DCO

On March 2, 1998, I spoke with James Tarpo, President and General Manager of American
Chemical Services (ACS) regarding a Technical Enforcement Support report prepared as the
result of a 9/30/87 Land Disposal Restriction Inspection.  This document was sent to Augusta
Bloom ( U.S. EPA) on 10/22/87 from Jack Kratzmeyer (Metcalfe & Eddy). Since that time, the
report has been maintained in the RCRA CBI Room for security purposes. During my 3/2/98
conversation with Mr. Tarpo, it was determined that ACS never asserted a CBI claim, but the
U.S. EPA Contractor, Metcalfe & Eddy, did so in the interest of ACS. As of today (3/3/98) the
CBI claim has been withdrawn.

w.l

Copy 1 of 4 of this document, which contains original color photos, will stamped for “release”
angd will be filed with the other records for ACS. Copy 2 of 4 will be stamped for ‘release’ and
will be mailed in response to RIN 0033-98.

Please contact me at 6-4188 with any questions.

Thank you.

Recycled/Recyclable - Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks cn 50% Recycled Paper (20% Postconsumer)



APR 10 1987

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. James Tarpo, President
American Chemical Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 190

Griffith, Indiana 46319

Re: Waiver of Claim of Business Confidentiality For
Business Information Provided to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency {(U.S. EPA)

Dear Mr. Tarpo:

On February 12, 1987, you received a letter from U.S. EPA
providing notice of an opportunity to submit comments substanti-
ating the American Chemical Services, Inc. claim of business
confidentiality for business records pertaining to the Revised
Part A of its Hazardous Waste Permit application, and submitted
to the U.S. EPA on August 14, 1985, The notice informed your
firm that comments must be made within fifteen days unless a
request for an extension of time was made and granted by U.S.
EPA. No such request was made by your firm.

The notice also informed your firm that a failure to
submit comments shall be construed as a waiver of its claim of
confidentiality pursuant to 40 C.F.R. Part 2.205(d)(1). On
March 13, 1987, Mary Ann Starus of my office contacted you in
regard to the comments to be submitted by your firm. Ms. Starus
was informed that your firm had not sent, nor did it intend to
send, comments to substantiate its claim of business confiden-
tiality.

Based on the foregoing, and pursuant to 40 C.F.R. Part
2.205(d) (1), the American Chemical Services, Inc. claim of
business confidentiality for the above mentioned business
records has been determined to have been waived. Therefore,
these documents are not entitled to the treatment given to
confidential business information.



Please feel free to contact Mary Ann Starus of my office at
312/353-3218 if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Robert B. Schaefer
Regional Counsel

bcc: R. Hartian, 5PA
C. Puchalski, 5C8.-
A, Bloom, 5HS v’jj
K. Waldvogel, 5HE
A. Altur, 5HR
M. Starus, 5CS
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CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

James Tarpo

American Chemical Services, Inc.
P.0O. Box 190

Griffith, Indiana 46319

RE: Notice of Opportunity to Submit Comments Substantiating
Claim of Business Confidentiality for Your Revised RCRA
part B Application Dated August 1€, 1985.

Dear Mr. Tarpo:

I am writing in response to your assertion of a business
confidentiality claim made in conjunction with your revised
RCRA Part B application dated August 16, 1985. As Bernard
Landman of my office discussed with you in a phone conversation
of October 16, 1985, the Office of Regional Counsel is now in
the process of making a determination if any of the information
subject to your claim is entitled to confidential treatment.

Pursuant to 40 C.F.R. §2.204(d4) and (e), your company has the

right to submit comments in support of its claim of confidentiality.
These comments must be received by this office nc later than
fifteen working days following receipt of this notice. The
comments should be addressed to Robert B. Schaefer, Regiocnal
Counsel, Attn: Bernard Landman, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region V, 230 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illincie
60604. Failure to comment within fifteen working days will be
construed as a waiver of your claim of confidentiality under 40
C.F.R. $§204(e)(1). Should extraordinary circumstances necessitate
a time extension, please refer to the procedures stated at 40
C.F.R. §2.205(b) which must be initiated prior to the expiration
of the fifteen working days.

Please include in your comments complete information on the
following:

1. The portions of the application which you still assert
are entitled-to confidential treatnent.

lgfﬁ%q
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2, The period of time for which confidential treat-
ment is desired (e.g. until a certain date, until
the occurrence of a specified event, or indefi-
nitely).

3. The extent to which the information claimed to be
confidential has been disclosed to organizations
or individuals other than EPA and its agents;

4, Measures which have been taken to guard against
undesired disclosure of the information contained
in the application;

5. Pertinent confidentiality determinations, if any,
by EPA or any other Federal agency or court
(supply a copy of any such determination, or
reference to it, if availakble);

6. Whether you assert that disclosure of the information
would be likely to result in substantial harmful
effect on American Chemical Service's competitive
position and if so, what those harmful effects
would be, why they should be viewed as substantial,
and an explanation of the causal relationship
between disclosure and such harmful effects.

The burden of proving that information subject to a claim of
confidentiality is entitled to confidential treatment is on the
party asserting the claim. 40 C.F.R. §2.208(e)(1). Consequently,
substantiation consisting of merely a brief, concluscry statement
that disclosure could reveal privileged, financial, or commer-
cial information to competitors is an insufficient basis for a
determination that release of any or all of the information would
cause harm to MAmerican Chemical Service's competitive position.

Specific information is required to support your claim. You
should explain for each item claimed as confidential how release
of this information could substantially harm American Chemical
Service's competitive position. For example, if you assert that
knowledge of a particular item is a trade secret you should
explain exactly what the item is, why it is not general knowledge,
and how release of it could be used to harm your competitive
position. For additional guidance, I suggest that you familiarize
yourself with the provisions in 40 C.F.R. Part 2 concerning
business confidentiality.

You may also assert a business confidentiality claim covering
all or part of any comments which you submit to substantiate
your claim. These comments claimed as confidential should be
clearly identified. Comments that have been indicated as
confidential are entitled to confidential treatment. 40 C.F.R.
2.203(a), 41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976.




Please feel free to contact Bernard Landman, at 312/886-5323,
if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

Robert R. Schaefer
Regional Counsel




& merican Chemical Service, Inc.

"~ P.0O. Box 190 . Griffith, Indiana 46319
(219) 924-4370 -+ Chicago Phone (312) 768-3400

October 28, 1985

Robert B. Schaefer,Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA - Region V¥

230 South Dearborn St.

Chicago, I1 60604

Re: Notice of Confidential Business
o Information Claim and Opportunity
to Comment

Dear Sir:

We are withdrawing our claim of confidentiality
pertaining to our response to your January 18, 1985
Request for Information.

Yours very truly

American Chemical Service, Inc.

i

A rmts_fD £
James Tarpo
President

Dre 1



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V

IN RE: )

) REGIONAL COUNSEL'S
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SERVICES ) CONFIDENTIALITY
Griffith, Indiana } DETERMINATION

)

On or about August 16, 1982, American Chemical Services,
Inc., {hereinafter "the Company")} submitted toc the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region Vv ("U.S. EPA") a Part B
application for a permit to operate a hazardous waste manage-
ment facility at 420 S. Colfax Avenue, Griffith, Indiana pursuant
to Section 3007 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
of 1976, as amended, 42 U.S.C. §6705 and 40 CFR Part 270. (The
original submittal and subseguent supplemental responses will

hereinafter be referred to as the "Part B application.").

The Part B application submitted by the Company contains
numerous pages for which a claim of business confidentiality

has been asserted.

On February 9, 1983, U.S, EPA mailed to Mr. James Tarpo,
the Company's President, a written notice and opportunity to
submit comments in substantiation of the claim for confidentiality.
This letter, which was sent by certified mail, return receipt re=-

guested, was mailed pursuant to 40 CFR §2.204{(e).
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The Agency thereafter received a return postal receipt,
signed by Mr. Tarpo, indicating that the Company received

said letter of substantiation on February 10, 1933,

The letter of substantiation directed the Company to
respond within fifteen working days following receipt as
provided in 40 CFR §2.204(e)(2). WNo extension of the time
to respond has been granted by the Agency. The Company has
failed to provide comments or otherwise respond to the Agency's

February 9, 1983 letter.

Applicable regulations provide that failure to respond
to the letter of substantiation within fifteen working days
after receipt will be construed as a waiver of the claim
of confidentiality. 40 CFR §2.204(e)(1), The Company was

advised of the consequences of failure to provide comments.

Inasmuch as the Company has failed to respond to the
letter of substantiation, I hereby deny the Company's claim
of confidentiality with respect to its Part B application

pursuant to 40 CFR §2.204(e}(1).

This determination constitutes a notice of denial of
the Company's business confidentiality claim pursuant to 40
CFR § 2.205(f). It constitutes final agency action with
respect to those claims, and is subject to judicial review

under Chapter 7 of Title 5, United States Code. Subject to
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the provisions of 40 C.F.R. §2.210, EPA will be at liberty
to make the information available to the public on the tenth
working day after receipt by the Company of this determination,
unless the Office of Regional Counsel, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Region V, has first been notified of the
commencement by the Company of an action in a Federal Court
to obtain judicial review of the determination, and to obtain
preliminary injunctive relief against disclosure. If such
an action is timely commenced, EPA may nonetheless make the
information available to the public, in the absence cof an
order by the court to the contrary, once the court has denied
a motion for preliminary injunction in the action or has other-
wise upheld the U.S. EPA determination, or whenever it appears
to the Office of Regional Counsel, after reasonable notice to
the Company, that the Company is not taking appropriate measures

to obtain a speedy resolutioin of the action.

y)/
Robert B. Schaefer
Regional Counsel

Chicago, Illinocis
April}ﬂ, 1985
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issigmeent of Regfonal Counsel for Cenfidentiality Detemination
Edith Ardiente, P.E.

Chief, Technical Progran Section

Mary Cade

Nffice of Penfonal Counsel
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REPLY TO ATTENYION OF;

09 FEB 1983

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

ECEIVE I

TR 141983
James Tarpo, President

American Chemical Service WASTE MANAGEMEN

P.0. Box 190 o
Griffith, Indiana 46319 NCH

Re: Notice of Opportunity to Submit Comments Substantiating
Claim of Business Confidentiality on Portions of American
Chemical Service RCRA Part B Application for Facility at
420 S. Colfax Ave, Griffith, Indiana 46319

Dear Mr, Tarpo:

As you were informed by telephone on February 2, 1983, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA) Region V has received a request
under the Freedom of Information Act for the above captioned application.
At the time you submitted your Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
Part B permit application, you asserted a business confidentiality claim
for portions of that application. We are now in the process of making a
determination if any of the information subject to your claim is entitled
to confidential treatment.

Pursuant to 40 CFR §2.204(d) and (e), your company has the right to submit
comments in support of its claim of confidentiality. These comments must
be received by this office no later than fifteen working days following
receipt of this notice. The comments should be addressed to me, Robert B.
Schaefer, Regional Counsel, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region

V, 230 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 60604. Failure to comment
within fifteen working days will be construed as a waiver of your claim

of confidentiality under 40 CFR §2.204(e)(1). Should extraordinary circum-
stances necessitate a time extension, please refer to the procedures stated:
at 40 CFR §2.205(b) which must be initiated prior to the expiration of the
fifteen working days. A copy of the pertinent regulations has been enclosed
for your convenience.

Please include in your comment complete information on the following:
1. The period of time for which confidential treatment is desired

(e.g., until a certain date, until the occurrence of a specified
event, or indefinitely);
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2. The extent to which the information claimed to be confidential
has been disclosed to organizations or individuals other than
EPA and its agents;

3. Measures which have been taken by American Chemical Service to

guard against undesired disclosure of the information contained
in the application;

4. Pertinent confidentiality determinations, if any, by U.S. EPA or
any other Federal agency or court (supply a copy of any such
determination, or reference it, if available);

5. Whether American Chemical Service asserts that disclosure of the
information would be likely to result in substantial harmful
effects on its competitive position and if so, what those
harmful effects would be, why they should be viewed as substantial,
and an explanation of the causal relationship between disclosure
and such harmful effects.

The burden of proving that RCRA permit application information subject to

a claim of confidentiality is entitled to confidential treatment is on

the party asserting the claim. 40 CFR §2.208(e}{1}. Consequently,
substantiation consisting of merely a brief, conclusory statement that
disclosure could reveal trade secrets, financial, or commercial information
to American Chemical Service's competitors is an insufficient basis for a
determination that release of any or all of the information in the Part B

permit applcation would cause harm to American Chemical Services competitive
position.

Specific information is required to support your claim. You should explain
for each item claimed as confidential how release of this information could
substantially harm American Chemical Service's competitive position, For
example, 1T you assert that knowledge of a particular item would reveal a
trade secret you should explain exactly what the trade secret is, why it

is not general knowledge, and how release of it could be used to harm

your competitive position. For additional guidance, I suggest that you
familiarize yourself with the provisions in 40 CFR Part 2 concerning
business confidentiality.

You may also assert a business confidentiality claim covering all or part
of any comments which you submit to substantiate your claim. These
comments claimed as confidential should be clearly identified. Comments
that have been indicated as confidential are entitled to confidential
treatment and will not be disclosed by U.S. EPA without the consent of
American Chemical Service unless ordered by a Federal court.
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Please contact Ms. EiTeen R. Bloom, Assistant Regional Counsel at (312)
886-6731, if you have any questions.
Sincerely yours,

“Robert B. Schaefef
Regional Counsel

Enclosure
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CEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

iINDIANAPOLIS

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

two million dollars (

DATE: December 27, 1589

Kathy Prosser THRU: Tom Rarick
Commissioner

Bruce Palin, Acting Assistant Commissioner 49967
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

Petition for Adjustment of Financial Responsibility
American Chemical Services

Pursuant to the requirements of 329 IAC 3-22-24(a}, an owner and operator of a
hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility must demonstrate
financial responsibility for bodily injury and property damage to third
parties caused by sudden accidental occurrences arising from operaticns at the
facility. The owner or operator of such facility must have and maintain
liability coverage for sudden accidental occurrences in the amount of at least
one million dellars (il,OO0,000) per occurrence, with an aggregate of at least
2,000,000) exclusive of legal defense cost.

Pursuant to 329 IAC 3-22-24(c), if an owner or operator can demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the Commissioner that the levels of financial responsibility
required are not consistent with the degree and duration of risk associated
with treatment, storage or disposal at the facility the owner may obtain an
exemption from the Commissioner. The exemption will take the form of an
adjusted level of required liability coverage, such level to be based on the
Commissioner's assessment of the degree and duration of risk associated with
the facility.

The Commissioner may require an owner or operator who request an exemption to
provide such technical and engineering information as is deemed necessary to
determine the level of financial responsibility required.

We have recently received a petition for adjustment of financial
responsibility requirements for non-sudden occurrences from American Chemical
Services in Griffith, Indiana. They have requested that we supply to them &
description of any technical and engineering information we deem necessary to
evaluate their request for exemption,

Staff has done some background research into this issue and as far as can be
determined, no guidance from the U.S. EPA has ever been developed on
evaluating this type of petition. Also, according to various U.S. EPA
contacts, a petition of this sort has never been granted anywhere in the
United States.

The American Chemical Services' site is on the superfund list, They are also
presently subject to a U.S. EPA enforcement action for among other things,
lack of financial assurance. Their insurance was cancelled by their insurance
company effective March 12, 1986. The U.S, EPA has indicated the facility
would have to close if they cannot obtain financial assurance.



Kathy Prosser
Page 2

Letters in our files indicate they have tried to obtain the necessary
insurance, but have been refused because they are too high a risk according to
the insurance companies. It is interesting that American Chemical Services is
requesting an exemption based upon a supposed low risk at the same time
insurance companies are denying them insurance because of high risk.

With the current cost of site assessment and remediation what it is, even one
million dollars is not a lot of money with which to address many situations
which might and do arise at a hazardous waste management facility.

The provision in our rules allowing case-by-case adjustment of financial
responsibility levels is an outdated provision which the majority of staff of
this office believe should e repealed. '

It is the opinion of this office that American Chemcial Services' petition for
a variance should be denied., This opinion is also held by the U.S. EPA
‘enforcement staff who are involved with this facility.

I would appreciate your comments on this issue. Any final decision on this
matter will have to be handled as a major permit modificaticon and will require
that a draft decision, and fact sheet be prepared. It will alsoc have to be
public noticed and made available for public comment, We must also give
notice of opportunity for a public hearing, and as usual comply with

IC 4-21.5(ARnA).

DWB/kaw
cc: Mr. Tom Linson

Mr. Jeff Stevens
Mr. Steve Siegel, U.S. EPA, Region V
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

I 7,
£ 2, REGION 5
3 3 230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST.
S, «® CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604
4L prOT®

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:

Ms. Kathy Prosser, Commissioner
Indiana Department of Environmental
Management

105 South Meridian Street

P.O. Box 8015

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6015

February 26, 1990

RE: Petition for Adjustment of Financial Responsibility of
American Chemical Service, Griffith, Indiana.

Dear Ms. Prosser:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently
received a copy of a December 27, 1989, memo sent to you from
Bruce Palin, the Acting Assistant Commissioner for Solid and
Hazardous Waste Management. The subject of the memo is a
petition filed by American Chemical Service (ACS) for an
adjustment of the Indiana financial responsibility requirements
for an owner or operator of a hazardous waste treatment, storage
or disposal facility.

Paragraph four on the second page of the December 27, 1989,
memorandum indicates that EPA enforcement staff have an opinion
on the outcome of the American Chemical Service petition for a
variance from financial responsibility requirements. EPA
considers any decision your office makes on the merits of the
American Chemical Service petition strictly a State decision.

EPA has reached an agreement in principle to settle its complaint
against American Chemical Service. The agreement provides for

- full payment of the $116,300 penalty EPA assessed against ACS for
operating without the proper financial responsibility
reguirements and allows ACS up to six months of continued
operation while it tries to meet the requirements. If, however,
your office denies the ACS petition for a variance, the terms of
EPA's settlement with ACS may require ACS to cease receipt of
hazardous waste and begin the closure process before the six
month period ends. EPA wants to emphasize, however, that any
decision on the variance petition is a State decision.




If you have any questions or comments on the above information,
please give me a call at (312) 353-1129. Enclosed for your
convenience is a copy of the December 27, 1989, memo referred to
above and a copy of the agreement in prlnciple between EPA and
ACS,

Sincerely,

Steven Siegel
Assistant Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA, Region V

cc: Bruce Palin, IDEM
Dave Berry, IDEM
Rodger Field, U.S. EPA
Dan Bakk, U.S. EPA
Joe Boyle, U.S. EPA




